JOLLYON’S THAMES CHALLENGE 1ST – 10TH MAY, 2009
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For various reasons I have not added to your ‘Charity Giving Fatigue’ for the last four years. However, this year, my 64th, I have decided to have another go. My website is: 

 www.feltmakers.co.uk/thameschallenge  where you can see photographs – follow the progress of the row – donate through ‘Just Giving’ online.

What am I going to do?  On the 1st May 2009 I will row from Lechlade Bridge in Gloucestershire to Tower Bridge, a distance roughly equivalent to rowing across the English Channel eight times!! in a boat that I have constructed. On completion of the row, the boat will be sold and the money donated to the Charities. 

The aim is to raise over £20,000 for four well-deserved charities. All money raised will first be paid into the Feltmakers' Thames Challenge account, either through the ‘just giving’website (the link to this is being put on my website) or by cheque, and then split equally and donated to the following four charities:

The Army Benevolent Fund (ABF) The ABF is the soldiers’ charity. Since it was formed in 1944, under the patronage of His Majesty King George VI, the ABF has been advising, helping and, above all, giving financial support to soldiers and their families in situations of real need.

Promise Nepal is run by Maggie Burgess, who works directly with leprosy sufferers and their families in Nepal to cure and care for them and, wherever possible, helps them become self-supporting. She also supports purpose-built homes and villages where the leprosy sufferers’ special needs are met.

The Alton Cardiac Rehabilitation Centre. is one of the first cardiac rehabilitation centres to be set up in this country. It helps those recovering from heart attacks and surgery by weekly exercising them and, hopefully, extending their life span by as much as 20%. I attend this centre as a result of having a triple bypass operation two and a half years ago.  The centre is, and has been, key to my recovery. 

Feltmaker Hatting Pensioners. The Feltmakers’ Company helps support about seventy pensioner hatters, with an average age of 82. Some of them are on the bare minimum national pension and, therefore, any additional money that we can provide for them is gratefully received.

The boat is finished and on the Thames for workup training: the scene is set! Now it is up to me to get the job done. All money received will be going the Charities and all event costs have been borne by myself and a few kind sponsors who helped with the cost of the boat. All the information contained in this letter can be found at our website.

PLEASE BE AS GENEROUS AS YOU CAN, this exercise has all taken many months to bring to fruition and, in the interests of survival, I have not had a drink since 1st February!! Be there at the start -1030hrs 1st May at Lechlade Bridge. Also, a special thank you to Fyne Boat Kits, who supplied the kit and helped enormously.

THANK YOU and please pass this on to your ‘friends’.

Jollyon Coombs – March 2009    www.feltmakers.co.uk/thameschallenge . 
JOLLYON’S THAMES CHALLENGE, 2009

www.feltmakers.co.uk/thameschallenge
JOLLYON COOMBS IS ROWING THE NAVIGABLE LENGTH OF THE RIVER THAMES TO RAISE MONEY FOR : 

THE ARMY BENEVOLENT FUND, PROMISE NEPAL, THE ALTON CARDIAC REHABILITATION CENTRE and PENSIONER HATTERS

Jollyon Coombs is rowing the navigable length of the River Thames from Lechlade Bridge, Gloucestershire, to Tower Bridge, London, a length of approximately 180 miles. I wish to make a donation:

Name

………………………………………………

Address
………………………………………………



………………………………………………



………………………………………………

Postcode
………………………………………………

GIFT AID
(   )    Please tick

AMOUNT GIVEN
………………………………

Cheque made payable to ‘The Feltmakers Thames Challenge’
Date given
………………………………………………

Signature
………………………………………………

Return to: Major J.T.H.Coombs, Post Cottage, Greywell, Hook, Hampshire RG29 1DA.

This is to certify that Jollyon Coombs has the approval of The Feltmakers’ Charitable Foundation,Thames Challenge (Charity No. 259906) for this event, the monies to be divided equally between the four charities.

